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BEYOND THE TEXTBOOK = May 2017 

 
Many say to me why do I continue travelling around the British Isles, Ireland and Kenya and the 
answer comes in this recent email I have just received:  
 
My son did the Year 4 maths challenge at Old Hall last week and was part of the winning Prestfelde 
pair.  He came home so excited and then spent the weekend ploughing through the book (Kjartan 
Poskitt’s “Murderous Maths”) he won.  He has now decided he wants to do a presentation to his class 
on famous ancient Greek mathematicians, based on the first chapter (and all this is without any extra 
prompting or pushing from me!) 
 

I have always loved being involved with your events at year 4 and 5 from a professional point of view 
- seeing a room full of children being inspired and loving maths is a wonderful thing - I am now seeing 
it from a parental viewpoint as well. 
 
Thank you for the opportunities you create for the "young mathematicians" and long may it continue.” 
 
This month’s puzzle 
 
Robinson’s age 
 
“How old are you Robinson?” 
 
“My brother is two years older than I, my sister is four years older than he, my mother was 20 when I 
was born, and I was told yesterday that the average of four of us is 39 years.” 
 
What is Robinson’s age? 
 
Making maths homework meaningful 
 
This is always a contentious area of education and an article by Janelie Cox on the TeachHUb.com 
website throws out several pointers: 
 

• Keep the homework a short exercise and do not give repetitive examples. 

• Make sure the pupils know the strategies to complete the work. 

• Differentiate the assignments. 

• Review the previous day’s work including the homework. 
 
I believe homework should not be an extension of the work done in the classroom. It is an opportunity 
to enthuse them about maths by giving them puzzling tasks and mini directed projects. Encourage 
the parents and family to get involved. The internet is your oyster for such material. 
 
TeachHub.com 
 
Board games galore! 
 
What a wonderful summer maths project in getting the pupils to produce a board game and then play 
it with their peers or visit the younger pupils in their classrooms. Maths Board Games is a PDF 
booklet with over 25 board games including the templates of the apparatus and the instructions. The 
pupils could be responsible in choosing their game, work out the rules and maybe adapt it once they 
have played it a few times. 
 

http://www.dcbeagle.com/
mailto:dcbeagleb@gmail.com
http://www.teachhub.com/teaching-strategies-make-math-homework-meaningful
http://www.mathematicshed.com/uploads/1/2/5/7/12572836/making_math_more_fun_math_board_games.pdf


 
DCBEAGLE Challenges – Christmas Term 2017 
 
Many of the dates below have been confirmed by the host schools so do book your places soon. 
http://www.dcbeagle.com/dcbportfolio.html.  
 

Friday 15 September  Year 6 Maths Wrekin College Shropshire 12:30 - 3:20 

Thursday 21 September  Year 5 Maths Christ Hospital, Horsham 1:45 - 3:30 

Friday 22 September  Year 4 Maths Davenies Beaconsfield 2:00 - 4:00 

Tuesday 26 September  Year 6 Maths Windlesham House  Sussex 2:00 - 4:00 

Thursday 28 September  Year 5 Maths St Andrew’s Eastbourne 2:00 - 4:00 

Friday 29 September  Year 4 Maths Crosfields, Reading 2:00 - 4:00 

Wednesday 04 October  Year 6 Maths Red Maids' Bristol 2:00 - 4:00 

Thursday 05 October  Year 4 Maths King Edwards School Bath 1:30 - 3:30 

Monday 09 October  Year 5 Maths Ballard School, Bournemouth 2:00 - 4:00 

Tuesday 10 October  Year 6 Maths Dean Close, Cheltenham 2:00 - 4:00 

Tuesday 31 October  Year 6 Maths St Edward's School Oxford 2:00 - 4:00 

Tuesday 07 November  Year 4 Maths Summer Fields, Oxford 2:00 - 4:00 

Friday 10 November  Year 4 Maths St Edward's Cheltenham 2:00 - 4:00 

Thursday 16 November  Year 6 Maths  Aldwickbury School 2:00 - 4:00 

Friday 17 November  Year 5 Maths St Edward's Cheltenham 2:00 - 4:00 

Tuesday 21 November  Year 5 Maths Rupert House 2:00 - 4:00 

Thursday 23 November  Year 6 Maths  Monkton Combe Bath 2:00 - 4:00 
 
 
The mathematics shed     Click here 
 
This website has got such an array of activities to suit all ages and many of the “sheds” have unusual 
activities and maths related videos. There is so much material you may have to work as a team in 
school to discover all the golden treasures. 
 
Maths in the Kitchen 
 
Mini-projects involving maths in the kitchen and this includes measuring, geometry, time, finance. 
Click here 
 
Robinson’s age 
 
He was 32, brother 34, sister 38, mother 52. 
 
And finally … 

Why did the girl wear glasses during math class? 
Because it improves di-vison. 

Why did the math book look so sad? 
Because it had so many problems. 

What geometric figure is like a lost parrot? 
A polygon. 
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