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PUZZLE BOOKLETS 

During the "lockdown" I am producing booklets which are suitable for all ages probably starting 

with nine-year-olds. Do feel free to use them and also do let your staff, parents and pupils know 

about them. They are completely free with no strings attached. They can be found on my website 

dcbeagle.com. 

 

IT WAS NEVER THE TEACHERS 

(this article has found it way into social media groups – cannot determine the author) 

 

“The schools are broken," they said. 

"It must be the teachers," they said. 

And so they came for us.  

 

They gave us scripted curriculum so we would know what to teach. Creativity and individuality 

couldn't be trusted. They imposed state testing so they would know how well we taught. 

Otherwise, we might just sit at our desks all day. They demanded SMART goals and evaluations 

so that we would constantly improve. Without them, we would never strive to get better. 

 

We were monitored. We were graded. We were told we were lacking. AND THEN. The world shut 

down.  

"Get rid of standardized,” they cried. And they did. They dropped the scripted curriculum. The 

SMART goals. The evaluations. 

 

And you know what? 

 

The teachers are still teaching. They're using Legos to teach arrays and cookie recipes to teach 

fractions. They're infusing creativity and passion. They're staying up all night researching new 

ways of teaching. They're connecting with students like never before. Students are begging to go 

to school. Families are coming together to learn. No testing. No curriculum. No evaluations.  

 

And maybe, just maybe, the problem wasn't teachers after all. 

 

http://www.dcbeagle.com/
mailto:dcbeagleb@gmail.com
http://dcbeagle.com/


COVID-19: Why our schools will never be the same again - Tony Breslin 

Public policy analyst and writer, specialising in education 

 

He breaks down his analysis into 5 categories where major changes will probably take place 

• The use of technology in education 

• The culture of tests, tables and targets 

• How we do assessment and examinations 

• Schools as childcare hubs 

• The status of teachers and all who work in schools 

 

To read the full report click here. 

 

Puzzle of the Month  

(taken from H E Dudeney’s book, 536 Puzzles and Curious Problems) 

 

Generous Gifts 

A generous man set aside a certain sum of money for equal distribution weekly to the needy of 

his acquaintance. One day he remarked, "If there are five fewer applicants next week, you will 

each receive two dollars more." Unfortunately, instead of there being fewer there were actually 

four more persons applying for the gift. 

 

"This means," he pointed out, "that you will each receive one dollar less." How much did each 

person receive at that last distribution? 

 

Former school inspector rates own home schooling 'atrocious' 

A spoof Tweet gone viral 

 

Friend, Andrew Jeffrey (http://andrewjeffrey.co.uk), wrote a spoof OFSTED report as a Tweet and 

it has gone viral. His aim was to try to give parents a boost and make them feel a bit better about 

themselves and less guilty. 

 

He sent the “report” to OFSTED and they did reply!! 

 

http://www.breslinpublicpolicy.com/news/covid-19-why-our-schools-will-never-be-the-same-again/
http://andrewjeffrey.co.uk/


 

 

Puzzle of the month solution 

GENEROUS GIFTS  
 
At first there were twenty persons, and each received $6.00. Then fifteen persons (five fewer) 
would have received $8.00 each. But twenty-four (four more) appeared and only received $5.00 
each. The amount distributed weekly was thus $120.00.  
 
 



DCBEAGLE Maths challenges 

Sadly, my summer term programme will not go ahead and I need to look forward to the Autumn 

Term. I will have confirmation from host school by the end of May and the invitations will be sent 

out in June. Hopefully we will be back to normal by September! 

Maths challenge statistics (2019 / 20) 

Number of challenges: 52 (8 were cancelled at the end of the Spring term)  

Number of schools participating: 1300 

Number of young mathematicians: 5200 

I am indebted to all the host schools who sponsor the challenges allowing schools to participate 

without any charge. 

In addition: 

3 maths challenges in a day covering 6 age groups in Kenya 

9 days of presentations / street maths in Ireland and Northern Island (Irish Maths Week – 

www.mathsweek.ie) 

Summer holiday work 

The annual debate is going to raise its ugly head soon and sadly pupils are going to be 

encouraged to follow exercise after exercise similar done at school. If they leave the academic 

year thinking maths is a drudge they are going to return with the same attitude and it is going to 

be difficult to motivate them. The following links give you and parents ideas of how to occupy the 

children with activities related to mathematical problems. 

Everyday ways to make maths fun   

Playing cards helps children with maths 

Creative maths activities for children early years and KS1   

Maths activities for kids 

 
 
And finally ….. 

Keep safe and well. 

 
 

http://www.mathsweek.ie/
https://www.theschoolrun.com/everyday-ways-make-maths-fun
https://www.theschoolrun.com/10-ways-playing-cards-helps-children-with-maths
https://nurturestore.co.uk/creative-math-activities-for-kids-preschool-kindergarten
https://gb.education.com/activity/math/?page=2

